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Of the Garden of den ;, of the Tree of | Adam lived, were tine hundred and thirty 


life in the midst of the Garden, and of the 
Tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

Gen. ii. 8, 9.—And the Lord God plan- 
ted a Garden eastward in Eden, and there 
he put the man, whom he had formed.— 
And out of the ground made the Lord God 
to grow every tree, that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food; the tree of life 
also in the midst of the garden, anc the tree 
of knowledge of good and evii. 

The opinions of men, with respect to this 
garden, of the tree of life and of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, have been dif- 
ferently described by different authors. 

They, have, general!y, been agreed in 
this, that this was a literal garden, and that 
the trees were literal ; such as the apple, 
the peach, &c. Hence it has been much 
debated, which was the fruit forbidden ; 
some supposing that the apple was intends 
ed, others that it was the plum, &c. &c. 

But from the figurative language, in 
which a great pact of the scriptures are 
written, as well as from the nature of the 
subject ; it appears, thatthe garden and 
fruit trees are not to be understood ina lit- 
tera! sense. 

On the supposition, that all this was lit- 
eral, itis impossible for meto conceive, 
how that one of these trees should be the 
tree of life, and the other the tree of knowl- 
3 edce; especially, when by life and knowl- 
edge, is not meant that, which is natural 
and sensitive ; but that, which is moral and 
spiritual. It is evicent that the eating of 
the tree of knowledge had a moral and 
Spiritual effect, which could not be produc- 
ed by eating the fruit of a literal tree.— 
Man did die the very day on which he eat 
of this fruit; not a natural death, for he 
lived afterwards nine hundred and thirty 
years. Gen. v. 5. And all the days, that 


years ; and hedied : but this death, which 
he died on the day of his transgression was 
amoral or spiritual death ; consisting in 
self condemnation, guilt and shame, with 
their attendant evils. Man was not made 
immortal, if this had been the case, he nev- 
ercould have died. If he was made mor. 
tal (which is the truth) then his eating of 


the tree of knowledge was not the cause of 
his mortality. 


The death, then, intended must consist 
in the consequences attendant on trans- 
gression ; such as guilt, shame, fear, self- 
condemnation, &c. 

The way is now prepared to shew what 
must be understood by this garden and fruit 
trees mentioned in the text. 

The gardes is man’s capability or capac 
ity for moral action. 

The tree of life is hisconscience, or di- 
vine light, as the candle ofthe Lord within 
him. 

The tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil is a propensity in man for unlawful and 
forbidden objects : Or the two trees are 
the spirit and the flesh, or the new and the 
oid man, or the gospel and the law. 


1. We willshew that the garden is 
man’s capability or capacity for moral ac- 
tion. Man was designed to be accounta- 
ble for his conduct; to enjoy peace and 
self approbation when he acted right ; and 
te feel guilt and suffer shame and self con- 
demnation, when he acted wrong. This 
never could have beenthe case, had not 
God endowed him with a capability or ca- 
pacity for moral action. 

Hence this capability is, with propriety, 
called a garden. It is, likewise, a garden, 
which the Lord God planted, because be is 
the former of our bodies and the father of 





our spirits. Ali our powers and facuities,and 
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all that is necessary for moral action in us, | tree of lite 18 in the midst of the garden, _ 
+3 ofthe Lord’s planting. ‘The situation In the earthly paradise or garden, the 
tree of life is mentioned before the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil; denoting, 
that it was designed for life, previous to 
the existence of any knowledge of the fyy. 
| bidden fruit. 

Spiritual and divine life, likewize, novos 





ofthis garden being eastward 3 ouly de- 
notes, that mav,above the rest of the world, 
‘sstationed in the place of light, and is 
blessed with powers fac more noble than 
any other creature. That Adam was to| 
dress this garden and keep it ; is the same | ala life, lik 
with this advice, to keep the heart with all had a beginning, as to its origins the con. 
diligence, since out ofitare the issues of | sequence is, it will never have an end : by! 
life. spiritual death has had a beginning, conse, 
The same is intended by the prophet and | quently, must end. 
by Christ respecting a vineyard, which a| Thus there is no mention of a tree of 
certain man planted ; only this has allu. natin eek taken Gils Ven ie 
sion, particularly, to the house of Israel 5) .¢ life, which was on both sides of thi riv. 
but the vineyard and the garden originally | oy of Jife; which tree bare twelve manner 
look to the same capability of men for mor-| of fruits, and yielded her fruits every 
al action, and without this neither the gat-| month and whose leaves were for tla 
Gin or Sinny ete <enete Se. mpseteonen wit healing of the nations, Rev. xxii.2. And 
propriety, either in man’s individual or col- | 5, the came chapter, 3d verse; And there 
lected capacity. 





shall be no more curse 3 but the throne of 


Thus, briefly, have we spoken of the | God and the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
garden, which the Lord fsod planted. 


2. The tree of life is man’s conscierce 
or divine light, as the candle of the Lord 
within him. 

This tree grows in the midst of the gar- 
den, in aclear and full view from all the 
other trees. Hence conscience has to do 
with all our conduct and we cannot hide an 
action, a thought or an intention from it.— 
It isin the midst of the garden. But why 
is it cailed the tree of life, since it wounds, 
condemms and even kiils? Ans. By its} 3. She tree of the knowledge of good 
light and conviction it wounds, that it may !@"d evilis a propensity in man for unlaw- 
heal; it condemns, that it may justify ;— | ful and forbidden objects ; or the two trees 
and it kills, that it may make alive. Thus | @re the spirit and the flesh, or the new aad 
itis the wounded sinner, who is joyfuliy the old man, or the gospeland the law. 
healed ; it is the condemned sinner, whe| The tree of knowlede of good and evil, 
rejoices to be forgiven ; and it is he, who| Considered as a propensity in mao for wt 
views himself slain, that happily and thank- lawful and forbidden objects 5 evidentiy 
fully receives life, grows in the soil of man’s bodily and {): sh 

Thas this trea, originally, is Christ the | ly nature, whic +, is subject to vanity. This 
tree of life, whose leaves are for the heal- | propensity or desire, then, is the tree of 

| 
} 


servants shall serve him. 


Thus the tree of life is visible in the px. 
adise above 5; was seen in the paradise or 
garden below, and may be found vlarted 
by the Lord God in every human heart; it 
is the candle of the Lord searching all ile 
inward parts of man, and is that inspira 
tion, which giveth man understanding :— 
that light, whick Lghteth every man thet 
cometh into the world. 





ing the nations, and who is the source of | knowledge of good and evil. 
divine light and life in man. 


Gratifying this propensity was that eel 
Christ, the tree ot life is in the midst of | ing of the forbidden fruit, of which Adal 

the paradise of God, Rev. it.7, as the and Eve were guilty. 

great pattern in the heavens for its resem- | Ali, that is necessary for us to know % 


! 


blance in the earthly paradise ; where the | to the fruit, of which they partook is tals 
i 
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that it was something unlawful for them at 
the time, otherwise, it would not have been 
prohibited. Men may imagine what they 
please as to this fruit, of which they par- 
took ; it is sufficient for any one to say,that 
it was something anlawlul and forbidden at 
the time. 


unavoidably. He, that dueth wrong, shall 
receive for the wrong, which he hath done 
and there is no respect of persons. Tho 
king and the beggar ; the rich and the poor; 
the bead 2 and the ha the male and the 
female shall assuredly die when they trans- 
gress ; the soul, that sins shall die, shall be 


Having briefly stated our ideas, thus far, | punished, chall have the knowledge of evil, 


we will now shew that the good and evil 
frow this tree arise by consequence of eat- 
ing its fruit. 

Gratifying our fleshly propensity as to 
forbidden objects leads us to the knowledge 
ofevil. Not only were Adam and Eve 
sensible of this; but all their sinful pos- 
terity, likewise, are sensible of the same 
truth ; the knowledge of forbidden things, 
is the knowledge of evil by way of conse- 
quence ; foras sinand misery are insep- 
arable, the consequence will be, that who- 
soever partakes of the tree of knowledge, 
as of fruit forbidden, wil find it to be the 
tree of the knowledge of evil. 

Thus crimes of all degrees and of every 
quality are inseparably leagued with na- 
tural evil; and as there isno knowledge 
like that of experience, so the knowledge of 
evil in this process will be the greatest. 

We need only to consider some of the 
instances recorded in scripture with some 
scripture declarations to be fally convinc- 
ed. 

The case of Adam and Eve was painful, 
shameful and distressing. 

The mind of Cain was full of horror; 
fear attended his steps and guilt stared him 
full in the face. ‘The case of David, of 
Judas and of Peter were distressing in the 
extreme : and all our accounts of evils en- 
dured as a consequence of transgression,are 
intolerable compared with those, which 
are wrongfully inflicted and when our con- 


_ science is clear. 


The scriptures are abundant in their 
declarations on this head. ‘The svul, that 
sins shall die, as really as did Adam ; shail 
experience guilt, and shame, self condem- 
nation, with their train of evils, which 
comprehend the death consequential on sin. 
The wages of sinis death certainly and 


Taus we have shewed how this is the 





making evil, as to our act, the first 5 


j tree of the knowledge of evil. 


How is this, the tree of the knowledge 
of good, as well as evil? 

Evil would be evil indeed, if it were al- 
ways to continue, and ifnothing beneficial 
could resuitfrom it. If sin, with its train 
of natural evils, were an absolute evil up- 
on the whole, without the possibility of 
any good accruing ; then, L should suppose, 
that the Deity, er contrived the wisest 
and best pian for the goed of his creatures, 
was disappointed by the existence of evil. 
In such a case, this tree of knowledge, 
would be the tree of the knowledge of evil 
only, and good would beexcladed. But it 
is the tree of the knowledge of good as 
wellas evil. Hence this follows as an in- 
ference ; that evil is, actually, understood 
as being limited, partial and temporary ; 
but that good, asthe grand object in the 
divine plan, is unlimited, impartial and 
endless. 

Likewise, it follows, that the perfect 
Being controls the partial evil in the sys- 
tem, to bring about his plan, which is uni- 
versal good: and that the knowledge of 
this good cannot be obtained only in con- 
nection with the knowledge of evil ; conse- 
quently good and evil are so connected in 
this tree of knowledge; that evil is not 
understood if good be excluded ; neither 
is good understood, if no evil be connected. 

What value could be pat upon the tree 
of life, if the knowledge of death were 
never experienced ? 

What good should we esteem, if there 
were no evil, with which it was contrasted? 

Infinite wisdom and goodness have unit, 


ed the knowledge of evil with that of good; 
that 





we may more bighly prize the good; while 
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in the economy of his grace, he has set the 
tree of life first, to shew his design that sin 
should be destroyed. Wher, by tasting 
forbidden fruit, we feel the consequent e- 
vils ; but these appear to be evils so real- 
ly, as to be unconnected with any good.— 
But though no good can be discovered at 
present, it is certain that it will be discov- 
ered in asuitable time and in a manner, 
which brings conviction. Jacob’s troubles, 
in the case of Joseph, were caused by the 
criminality of his sons. Their evil was 
moral ; Jacob’s evil natural, as the first 
was criminal, the last was consequential ; 
the first was the cause, and the last was an 
efiect. Here, then, was crime and its con- 
seguent effect in the natura! evil of sin. 

Jacob supposed that all these things 
were against him ; thatit wasevil without 
any good; and his trouble would have been 
greater still, if he had have known that in- 
stead of being devoured by wild beasts, his 
own children hadsoid him to strangers ; 
for then the keowledge of their crime 
would have aggravated his grief. But, 
noi withstanding, here was moral evil, in 
that transaction, though unknown to Ja- 
cob ; and though Jacob’s trouble was the 
effect of this moral evil in his children; 
and though Jacobsupposed that all was 
evi!, aud no good could be connected with 
it: yet ihe event showed his mistake ; and 
that this tree, of which they partook, was 
the tree uf the knowledge of good as well 
as of evi! ; God meant it for good, to save 
much people alive. Thus good comes out 
ofevil. 

Evil is not anevil absolutely and sn- 
premely, for then God must be disappoint- 
ed; but it is evil in a partial view, that the 
good, whichis absolute and eternal, may 
be more realized. 

I conclude with one remark, viz. that 
the wisdom and love; the justice and mere 
cy of the Deity are very conspicuous; in 
ordering all our concerns, and terminasing 
all our evil with good. The tree of life, 
in the midst of the celestial garden, stands 
unconnected with any propensity, in us 
for forbidden fruit ; its leaves are fur the 


| 


healing, and its fruit for the food of the na. 
tions. Sinand sorrow will cease: there 
shall be no more curse ; but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his 
servants shall serve him. Rom. xxii. 2, 3. 
—Epiror. 





Buffalo, April 28, 1823. 
Dear Smr—As my discourse was not 
written for the press, you will have the 
soodness to correct whatever literary mis. — 
takes you discover in punctuation, orthog- 
rapby, &c. and you wil! oblige yours, in ali 
affection. LEWIS C. TODD. 


TO THE REV. THOMAS GROSS. 


A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another ; asI have loved 
you, that ye also love one another, Jobn, 
xili, 34, 


Our text is full of meaning, it is charac- 
teristic of the stile of Jesus, who has thus 
made us acquainted with our highest inter- 
est, and most essential duty. Here isa 
declaration of divine love in the great sys- 
tem of the gospel, and a solemn command. 
ment that we love one another. It is term- 
ed anew commandment, yet it is the sum 
of all the old ones ; and was impressed up- 
en the human heart, by the power of God, 
before men had learned to read their duty, 
frou: artificial figures or tables. Never- 
theless this great law had been but little 
understood in the ages of ignorance and 
wickedness, previous to the Saviour’s dis- 
pensation of love. It is now, therefore, 
called a new commandment, as being the 
great comprehensive principle of the g0s- 
pel system, which is only a republication 
and developement of the law of nature.— 
As a duty and a law, however, it was un- 
doubtedly new to many, in the days of Je- 
sus, and might we judge from the general 
character of man, we should conclude, that 
it was new to the most of people, in the 
present age of light and improvement. 

In the contemplation of this very inter. 
esting subject, I propose, 

Ist. To bring this new commandment 





under tho general light of scripture, 

















Pi 
Hi) 
Pa 
t 









ste EPI 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 133 


with a view to discover its importance; meant by religion? Must we not meet 
and with a change? Must we not tell an ex- 
ad. To point out the necessity of culti- | perience ? Mast we not pass thro’ scenes 
vating the principle, and living thereby. of gloom and despair in order to find reti- 
Immediately after cur text, the great gion? Must we not see ourselves the 
teacher says, ‘ By this shall all men know worst sinners in the world, and find out that 
that ye are my Lege ge if ve have love | God is an enemy, that flaming justice will 
one to another.” Because love was the consign us to irretrievable w », and that 
glorious principle, that directed the Son of there is no mercy in heaven for us, and at 
Man in all bis words, and all his actions ; , last be willing to be dawned, for ad g'ory 
the element in which he lived, labored and of God? And all this, in order to be ‘bien 
died; the bright and lasting foundation of again, to enter into the kingdom of heav- 
his heavenly doctrine; he argues, that this en? 
shall be the mark of his own disciples, by| I answer; we must be born into the | king. 
which all shall know them. If we see; dom of truth and love, in order to see its 
them pursuing the same grand objects that | beauty or enjoy its babies. Bat we need 
he pursued ; spurning the luxuries and ex- | not be born of melancholy, of gloom, of 
ternal spleudors of life; feeding the hun. | fatal despair, and the terror of damnation. 
gry, clothing the naked, visiting ihe sicky; But says Jesus, we must be born of the wa- 
consoling the distressed, and diffusing bles- | ter and of the spirit.” What is meant by 
sings and joy around upon their fellow be-} water and spirit? Ans. see Jolin iv. 14. 
ings. Ina word, if meekness and sweet | “But whosoever drinketh of the water that 
charity seem to dwell in their hearts, and; I shal! give him, shall never thirst ; but the 
impartial love is their rule of action, then | water that I shall give him, shall bein him 
we may believe and know that they are his ‘a well of water springing up into everlaste 
disciples ; that be has washed their spirits. | ing life.” This is the water alluded toy 
with the waters of life, and planted in their | and the spirit is the spirit of God. The 
bosoms a seed from heaven, Hence the! water of everlasting life is the cleansing 
great Shepherd has tanght us, that love is | power of divine grace,which washes the im- 
the mark by which his flock shall be known. | bittered feelings of the heart,that uncloyed 
Again he says, “ye shall know them by ‘love, and all its kindred affections, may 
their fruits. Matth. vii. 16, And Paul says, | sprout forth and thrive in the regions of the 
“the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, ;soul. And the spirit of God is the spirit of 
long suffering, gentleness, goodness, tem-| love, as says St. John, ‘ God is love, and 
perance, meekness and faith.” Gal. v. 22,; he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
And in the 17th verse he says, “ Walk in} God and God in him.” Therefore to 
the spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lustsof;be born of the water and of the spirit, 
the flesh.” ‘Thence it appears, that works is to be born into the principles of di- 
of love, charity, meekness, &c. are the true | vine love ; to be inducted into the kingdom 
signs of religion in the soul. But look a- | of love, which is the kingdom of Christ; 
gain. Does religion in reality consist of | to have the love of God shed abroad in the 
good works, the fruits of love? St. James heart; and to walk upon the glorious base 
will answer the question. “ Pure religion of heaven’s infinite benevoleace. ‘This is 
and undefiled before God and the father is not to be born of the spirit of wrath, mal- 
this, to visit the father!ess and the widows ice and revenge, but of the spirit of that 
in their affliction, and to keep himself un- God, whose anbounded mercies overspread 
spotted from the world.” i.27. Again,he,the world. In John’s Ist episile, iii. 14» 
says, “Shew me thy faith without thy | we have these words, “ We know that we 
works, and I wiil shew thee my faith by have passed from death unto life, because 
my works.” What, is this all, that is|we love the brethren: he that loveth not 
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his 
fore easy for us to determine whether we 
have passed from death uuto life. If we 
love our brethren of the human family, we 
are then heirs of God and joint beirs with 
Jesus Christ. Read also, Juin iv. 20, * If 
a man say, I love God and hateth his broth 
er, he is a liar.” Let no one, therefore, 
pretend to love God, while he has no re- 
gard for his fellow beings. Read also, 
Jolin ii. 29. “ Ye know that every one that 
doeth righteousness is born of him.” Here 
then is tull proof, that every one, who doeth 
the things that are right is born of God. Is 
every good moral man and woman born 
of God, according to the meaning of a new 
birth? Most certainly, so far as they have 
progressed in moral holiness, just so far, 
they have attained the new birth. For 
says John again, iii. 7, Little children, 
let no man deceive you, he that doeth righ- 
teousness is righteous, even as he is righ- 
teous.” This is eternal truth, he that do- 
eth good is good, let the creeds of men say 
what they will. How often is it said that 
morality will never do. Bot my auditors 
I tel! you, that morality will do. Let it 
never be exchanged for the high preten- 
sions of a pompous sabstitute. There is 
no danger at all, that morality and virtae 
will prove fatal to our immortal interests, 
as some have madly supposed. 
without religion, I say, cannot be found in 
ihe universe of God. And religion with- 
out morality is a profanation of all that is 
sacred. You may see its hydra form, in 
heartless confessions of faith, cold sancti- 
monious formality, uncharitable animad- 
versions, and hypocritical sanctity. AndI 
think it requires much charity, not to be- 
lieve, that thousands have endeavored to 
supply their moral defects with supersti- 
tion; and heal an aching conscience, with 
a religious nostrum, which, they say, is 
much better than virtue—mach better than 
morality— much more heavenly, tian the 
noble feelings of universal love and good 


Moratity 


a ee 


brother abideth in death.” It isthere-| er leads its votaries to Virtue, honesty and 
love. Hear the exhortation of John, iv. 7, 


‘S$. Behold Jet us love one another, for 
| love is of God ; and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. Ha 
that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God 
is love.” Here the affectionate disciple 
calls upon us in the most persuasive lan. 
guage to reciprocate the divine principle, 


as if it were the comprehensive sum of al! 
true religion. 


Now look at the whole moral law. Mat, 
xxii. 37 to 40. “ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This jg 
the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” But can we not have religion, 
by just loving such as we call our neigh. 
bors ; such little company as we call our 
brethren? or must we love our wicked 
neighbors too, heretics, unbelievers, &c.? 
If you please, ask Jesus Christ, and he will 
answer, “ Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray forAhem that despitefully 
use you and persecute you. For if ye love 
tiem that love you, what reward have you; 
do not even the publicans the same ?”— 
How beautiful indeed then appears the re- 
ligion of peace! emerging from the clouds 
of superstition and the gloom of terror; tt 
expands its charms to every eye, captivates 
every reflecting soul, and bears in its hal- 
lowed bosom, a cordial for every broken 
heart. How beautifully does the great a 
postle argue the transcendant worth and ex- 
cellence of charity, to the Corinthian 
Church. “ Though L speak with the tongues 
of men and angels and have not charity, I 
am hecome as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal.” 1 Cor. xiii. St. Paul’s word, 
which is here rendered charity, is in theo 
riginal text, Agapee; which the learned 
Wesiey says, should be rendered Jove, ine 








will to all mankind!! Away, away with: stead of churi/ys and was always so rel- 


that reiigion that spreads its cloudy wings | 


‘dered in ail the old translations of the Bi 


to brood concealed abominations, aud uev-i ble, that were known till the year 1649; 
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when the word was altered by Roger Dan- 


jel and John Field, printers to the Parlia- 
ment of England. And the tertn love, 1 
think makes the best sense, especially in the 
verse. “ And though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and have not chart- 
ty, it profiteth nothing.” Now I think, 
to bestow goods ‘upon the poor, is a spe- 
cies of charity, let the feelings of the 
heart be what they may. But love can 
only dwell in the heart, and pour forth 
its hiessiags upon every living being a- 
round. If this be correct, of which I have 
no doubt, love is better than eloquence, 
learning or prophesy, it far transcends ev- 
ery other quality of the heart; even faith 
in God, an‘ hope in immortality, are in- 
comparable wiih that divine principle, that 
holy and eternal attribute of the divinity. 
Tiss first and greatest essential to reli- 
gion, is not cor fined by rivers, mountains, 
or sectarian boundaries 5 but assimulates 
hindred souls epon the four corners of the 
giobe, ‘There is true religion then, where 
pens and paper have never tanght, wara- 
ing the cold jetters of prgan superstition, 
and mingling joy and peace on the Otto- 
mon shores. itis the effect of the true 
light, which in eome degree lighteth every 
man tat comet); into the world. Every de- 
giee of sympathy, humanity, benevolence, 
charity, or love, in whatever region, or bo- 
som it grows, is a degree of the religion of 
Jesus, and ought to be recognized by every 
christian, «on either side the ocean, 
[Po be concluded im our next.) 
Bu filo, May &, 1823. 
TO THE REV. ME. BABCOCK. 


will justify yourself for that want of informa- 
tion, which you might have obtained from 
those with whom you are acquainted, and 
who would willingly teach you what Univer- 
salism is, would you take the trouble to ask- 
You cannot suppose, sir, that enquiry is dan- 
gerous to the causeof truth; nordo I believe 
that you are so much blinded by education 
as to think misrepresentation will be service- 
able to the cause of religion. Many who 
were your hearers, sir, ov that occasion are 
dissatisfied with the statement ; and you wil! 
excuse me, when I say, an explanation of 
your motives in making the statement is due 
to yourself and the public. 

In your service in the afternoon of the same 
day, you alluded to our belief on the subject 
ofa being called the Devil; which allusion it 
seems proper here to notice. You were un- 
derstood to say, that notwithstanding frec- 
thinkers (by which your hearers supposed you 
to mean Universalists,) deny the existence of 
the Devil, yet that there is such a being in 
existence.We read that man was made subject 
to vanity ; and we believe the temptations of 
the flesh to be what constitutes the Devil 
spoken of in seripture, ‘That there isa crea- 
ted being in existence, bearing the name of 
the Devil, and possessing the qualities and 
disposition attributed to him, we do not be- 
lieve. In this, then, we differ 3 and now, sir, 
permit me to puta very few plain questions 
to you upon this subject. As it appears you 
believe in the existence of a created being 
which you call Devil, I wish to ask who made 
him ? You will be forced to answer God is his 
maker. I know the commen opinion is,that he 
is an Angel who once was pure and holy, in- 
hahbiting heaven ; whence he was cast out be- 
cause he rebelled against his maker. This ] 
suppose, from what you have often preached, 
to be your opinion; and it appears to me to 
be liable to the following objections, viz.— 





Simm: A sense of duty imposes upon me the 


necessity of noticing a statement, which lam) 


told yeu made on Suaday last, from your 
desk, caleulated (though T hope not inten- 
tionally) to misrepresent the belief of Univer- 
Salists, relottve to the Saviour. Jt I am cor- 
rectly informed, you stated in substance, that 
we believe Jesus Christ to be a mete man; 
or that we pet him on a level with mankind 
in geveral. “his, [ om constrained to say, 
was highiy improper; whether the musrep- 


If your Devil was once a holy being, what 
has rendered him unholy ? It is said that Ad- 
/4m could not sin without a tempter: But you 
| will recollect that man was made a little low- 
er than the angels—consequently, if Adam 
could not sin without a tempter, your Devil, 
while yet a holy angel, could not; and I wish 
to be told, who tempted him to this memor- 
able rebeilion? Again—you say this being 
tempts mento sin. Does be tempt all mer, 
to transgress? You will and must ansWer in 


! 
| 


| 


resentation was intentional or not. If it was. the aflirmative, Then Task, how does he 


made through ignorance, | know not how you | effect this, since ng created being cya occupy 
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more than a single individual place at one 
and the same moment ? Mankind are scatter- 
ed over various parts of the globe, and your 
Devil, to-perform the duties you have as- 
signed him, must be omnipresent! which you 
will admit is impossible, unless he be God 
himself!! 

These absurdities, sir, form, to me, an in- 
surmountadle objection to your plan of the 
power and attributes ofa Devil ; and as I ask 
to know whether my objections are such as 
ean be sustained, I hope you will have the 
goodness to let me hear from you in reply. 
This you may do through the columns of the 
Gospel Advocate ; or, if this channel of infor- 
mation is not agreeable, your answer, if left 
in manuscript with Mr. H. A. Salisbury, shall 
receive immediate attention. 


Yours, A UNIVERSALIST. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Editor—Unwilling as 1 may have 
been heretofore, to notice what I cannot 
but denominate your * Advocate” of error, 
I feel constrained, on witnessing its demor- 
alizing effects on community,and also by be- 
coming acquaintec with its wide spread cir- 
culation in this village and the adjoining 
towns and counties, to remain no longer 
silent, but to exert my feeble powers to 
stop its progress and to prevent its entrance 
into the dwellings of the virtuous, and its 
perusal by the rising generation; or, to re- 
cord on its pages the disapprobation of at 
least one, who professes to * believe onthe 
Lord Jesus Christ !” 

I said I had witnessed its demoralizing 
effects on community ;—yes, sir, deplora- 
ble as is the fact, already do we see its cel- 
eterious influence on mary, in our own vil- 
Jage: this, however, shall not rest on my 
opinion alone! Every day’s experience af- 
fords evidence of the truth of my assertion. 
Look at our citizens of every class, who 
are inthe habit of going to the house of 
God to hear the dispensation of the word ; 
scarcely do they leave the threshold of the 
sanctuary, before they may be heard to 
call in question the truth of the doctrines 
incuicated by the servants of God, and to 
endeavor to refute those fundamental prin- 
eiples of the gospel, which have been ac- 





Se 


knowledged by multitudes from the earlj. 
est ages of the world, and have been ren. 
dered sacred by the opinions of men, who 
have been eminent for their learning ang 
piety, and this to by the standard of carna? 
reason ! ! 

Is more wanting to convince vs of its evil 
effects ; look at the spirit of infidelity that 
is abroad in the world ! See with what 
daring and impudent botdness, the ene- 
mies cf God oppose the sacred cause of 
Missions, Bible Societies, Tract Societies, 
fc. §c. To what is this to be attributed? 
You must answer sir, that ina great meas- 
ure it is owing to the publication of period. 
ical papers, professediy “ religious,” which 
teem with error and delusive reasoningy 
which are we'l calculated to mislead the 
young, and to shake the faith and stagger 
the belief of older professing christians ! 

Permit me, sir, to caution you in a friend, 
ly manner, against continuing to contribute 
your labors to support a cause, so dishon- 
oring to God, and so ruinous to the eternal 
interests of mankind! Remember, sir, O 
remember, that at the day of judgment,— 
at the time when ail nations shall be gatb- 
ered before God to give an account of the 
transactions of this life, that then, per- 
haps the sin of deluding your fellow- 
beings by your false reasoning may, rise up 
in judgment against you, and compel you 
and your associates to stand with those on 
the “ left hand” when the stern Judge shall 
say to the wicked, ‘‘ depart ye cursed into 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 


his angels ! !” A CALVINIST. 
(Reply in our next.) 





Proposals have been issued at Little Falls, N. ¥. for 
publishing 2 paper, entitled “‘ THE GOSPEL INQUIRER," 
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